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Wellington Methodist Parish

Welcome to our 10am Congregation Service

19 April 2020 – Easter 2

Kia ora Kotou Katoa – Talofa Lava – Malo e lelei – Bula Vinaka 
Greetings to you all!

 

We are a multi-cultural Christian community:

Methodist in affiliation – Ecumenical in intention

Diverse in theology – Inclusive in Outreach

Click the link to join this service being held as a Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81283979059
You can log into the meeting from 10:00am. 

 Worship will start at 10:30am.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81283979059


2

Order of Service
10am Congregation – Wesley Methodist Church

Sunday 19 April 2020 – Easter 2

Leader: Philip Garside.    Guitar: Heather Garside

1.  Welcome and Introduction

2.  Call to Worship 

We are called:  
Called to gather in our homes today

We are called:  
Called as people of God

We are called:  
Called to a time of rest from our labours and troubles

We are called:  
Called to rejoice in word and song

We are called:  
Called to have our hearts uplifted by your Holy Spirit

We are called:  
Called to worship you, O God. Amen.

3. Lighting a Candle – with sung response

Kindle a flame within our hearts,  
let your light shine through,  
let your light shine through.

Kindle a flame within our hearts,  
let your justice shine through,  
let your justice shine through.
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Kindle a flame within our hearts,  
let your hope shine through,  
let your hope shine through.

Kindle a flame within our hearts,  
let your love shine through,  
let your love shine through.

Kindle a flame within our hearts,  
let your peace shine through,  
let your peace shine through.

4. Prayer of Approach
To the bidding: “Create in me a clean heart, O God,” would you please 
respond, “and renew a right spirit within me.”

Whenever we become bewildered by life,  
get waylaid and lose the plot:  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me.

Whenever we become more obsessed with  
the violence and travail of creation than we are with its beauty and bounty:  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me.

Whenever we become more attuned  
to the capricious spirits of popular culture 
than we are to the Holy Spirit of eternal truth:  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Whenever we dwell more on our  
sin and guilt than we do on the  
wonderful sufficiency of your saving grace: 
Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
and renew a right spirit within me.
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God, our Creator, Saviour and Guide,  
we pray for that mercy  
which you have had in store for us  
since before the world began.  
Flood us with your cleansing  
and encouragement,  
and grant us a recovery of a cheerful and positive spirit. 
With gratitude and trust we place ourselves in your hands. 
Through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen! 1

Words of Assurance 
Hear now these words of assurance:

“Come unto me,” Jesus says, 
“All of you who labour and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.

For my yoke is easy, 
And my burden is light.”

Let us hear the good news of God’s gracious invitation. 
Let us receive the gift of abundant life.  Amen. 2

5. Song to sing:  God is with us. 3

Refrain:  
God is with us, God is with us, 
God is with us in this place. 
God is with us, God is with us, 
in his mercy and his grace.

Verse: 
He will never leave you, 
never for-sake you, 
never give you up for lost; 
in your darkest night, 
in your deepest confusion, 
he never will abandon hope.
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Refrain: 
God is with us, God is with us, 
God is with us in this place. 
God is with us, God is with us, 
in his mercy and his grace.

Verse: 
He will never leave you, 
never for-sake you, 
never give you up for lost; 
in your darkest night, 
in your deepest confusion, 
he never will abandon hope.

Refrain: 
God is with us, God is with us, 
God is with us in this place. 
God is with us, God is with us, 
in his mercy and his grace.

6. Readings: From The Message Translation by Eugene Peterson.

Psalm 16

1-2 Keep me safe, O God,  
I’ve run for dear life to you.  
I say to GOD, “Be my Lord!”  
Without you, nothing makes sense. 

3 And these God-chosen lives all around 
— what splendid friends they make! 

4 Don’t just go shopping for a god.  
Gods are not for sale. 

I swear I’ll never treat god-names like brand-names. 
5-6 My choice is you, GOD, first and only.
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And now I find I’m your choice!  
You set me up with a house and yard.  
And then you made me your heir! 

7-8 The wise counsel GOD gives when I’m awake 
 is confirmed by my sleeping heart.  
Day and night, I’ll stick with GOD;  
I’ve got a good thing going and I’m not letting go. 

9-10 I’m happy from the inside out,  
and from the outside in, I’m firmly formed.  
You cancelled my ticket to hell 
— that’s not my destination!

11 Now you’ve got my feet on the life path,  
all radiant from the shining of your face.  
Ever since you took my hand, I’m on the right way.

1 Peter 1: 3-9   A New Life 

3-5 What a God we have! 

And how fortunate we are to have him,  
this Father of our Master Jesus! 

Because Jesus was raised from the dead,  
we’ve been given a brand-new life  
and have everything to live for,  
including a future in heaven 
—and the future starts now! 

God is keeping careful watch over us and the future.  
The Day is coming when you’ll have it all 
—life healed and whole. 

6-7 I know how great this makes you feel,  
even though you have to put up with  
every kind of aggravation in the meantime. 
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Pure gold put in the fire comes out of it proved pure;  
genuine faith put through this suffering comes out proved genuine. 

When Jesus wraps this all up,  
it’s your faith, not your gold,  
that God will have on display as evidence of his victory. 

8-9 You never saw him, yet you love him.  
You still don’t see him, yet you trust him 
—with laughter and singing. 
Because you kept on believing,  
you’ll get what you’re looking forward to:  
total salvation.

7. Sermon:  A New Life

8. Song to listen to: Cast Thy Burden Upon the Lord.
Felix Mendelssohn. (Heather and Philip.)

9. Community Time

The Peace

If you are with other people, I invite you share the peace with them by 
saying: “God’s peace be with you.” If it is safe to do so, shake their hand as 
you offer and receive the peace.

A time of silence and remembering

In a moment, in silence bring to mind the people and situations that give 
you joy today and those that you are concerned about. Close your eyes, sit 
still and name the people and situations. 
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10. Intercessions & Lord’s Prayer
We come now to our intercessions, our prayers for ourselves and for others.

To the bidding, “we have seen your crucified and risen love,” would you please 
respond, “work your resurrection in the lives of your people.” 

Jesus, wounded and risen, 
We bring to you our prayers for your broken world. 
We pray for your people in places of war and unrest; 
in places of ecological disaster; 
in places of famine and disease. 
Wounded Creator, 
we have seen your crucified and risen love; 
work your resurrection in the lives of your people.

We bring our prayers for your divided church. 
We pray for places where Christian wars against Christian; 
where your church is split by faction; 
where ancient hatreds have not been healed by your gospel. 
Wounded Redeemer, 
we have seen your crucified and risen love; 
work your resurrection in the lives of your people.

We bring our prayers for our fractured community. 
We pray for those pierced by nails of prejudice and hatred; 
of neglect and abuse; 
of indifference and rejection. 
Wounded Lover, 
We have seen your crucified and risen love; 
Work your resurrection in the lives of your people.

We bring our prayers for all who are hurt. 
We pray for those whose bodies are in pain or 
whose minds are confused; 
those who are friendless or grief-stricken; 
those without hope for the future. 
Wounded Healer, 
we have seen your crucified and risen love; 
work your resurrection in the lives of your people.
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We bring to you our prayers for all who have died. 
We pray for those who have died in the faith; 
and for those who have never seen or believed. 
We give thanks for Thomas and all your saints 
who have known you as the risen Christ. 
May we, too, recognise you in our midst, 
that with all your saints  
we may come to the fullness of joy in your presence. 
Jesus, wounded and risen, 
we have seen your crucified and risen love; 
work your resurrection in the lives of your people.

The Lord’s Prayer (said together)

Our Father in heaven  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Do not bring us to the time of trial 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours now and for ever.  Amen.

11. Offering
If we were gathered together in the church or the hall, we would collect 
people’s offerings of money for the work of our church and food for 
the Downtown Community Ministry and bring these gifts forward to be 
blessed. We can still support the church during this Rahui / Lockdown 
through our regular automatic payments and by making online banking 
payments to the church, and to DCM.  
(Contact our congregation’s treasurer Norbert for details of the bank 
accounts.)
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Blessing of Offering (said together)

Loving God, 
bless these gifts we bring 
and our gifts of service to others  
in our families and our communities 
that your Light might shine more brightly 
your Life be lived more abundantly 
your Love be shared more faithfully 
in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

12. Hymn: God of Our Island Home. 4 

God of our island home, 
your love is like the sea, 
surrounding us completely, 
surrounding us completely, completely, 
surrounding us completely. 
God of our island home, 
your love is like the sea, 
surrounding us completely, 
surrounding us completely, completely, 
surrounding us completely.
Refrain 
God of Aotearoa, we can see your face, 
the face of our people, the face of our land. 
God of Aotearoa, thank you for the gift, 
the gift of our people, the gift of our land. 

God of our island home, 
the mountains speak of you, 
their beauty is compelling, 
their beauty is compelling, compelling, 
their beauty is compelling. 
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God of our island home, 
the lakes reflect your eyes, 
the depth of your expression, 
the depth of your expression, expression, 
the depth of your expression.
Refrain 
God of Aotearoa, we can see your face, 
the face of our people, the face of our land. 
God of Aotearoa, thank you for the gift, 
the gift of our people, the gift of our land. 

God of our island home, 
your love is like the sea, 
surrounding us completely, 
surrounding us completely, completely, 
surrounding us completely.

13. Blessing and Sending Forth

You are God’s servants, gifted with dreams and visions. 
Upon you rests the grace of God like flames of fire. 
Love and serve the Lord in the strength of the Spirit. 
May the deep peace of Christ be with you, 
the strong arms of God sustain you, 
and the power of the Holy Spirit  
strengthen you in every way. 

We say The Grace together

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all.  Amen.

• • • • •
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For more information about our congregation,  
visit the 10am section of the Wesley Church website: 

 
http://www.wesleychurch.org.nz/index.php/our-

congregations/10am-congregation

and our Facebook Page:

https://www.facebook.com/wesleywellington.
methodistchurch.10am
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